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Africa New Life exists to
transform lives and communities
through preaching the gospel of
Jesus Christ and acts of

compassion.

Our model of caring for the whole
child recognizes that, with
educational sponsorship at the core
of our work, children need other
key factors to succeed: growing
faith, community development, and
a healthy body. This is why we
plant churches, train local women in
vocational skills, and provide
medical care, among other ministry
areas, to allow Rwanda's youngest
generation to thrive.
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OUR FOUNDERS

Charles and Florence Mugisha were born to
Rwandan families living as refugees in
Uganda. Charles’ parents fled Rwanda after
the first genocide in 1959. Life was not easy
for refugees in a war-stricken Uganda under
the rule of several dictators.

As the war came to an end, Charles wanted
to return to school. Desperate to finish his
education, he began praying. Tears streamed
down his face, and Charles felt connected to
God for the first time. He began to attend
church in a neighboring village and gave his
life to Christ. Just a few weeks later, Charles
joined with other young people and began
preaching the gospel on the streets.

Charles and Florence met while attending
Reformed Theological College in Kampala,
Uganda’s capital city. While Florence was
planting a campus church, Charles began
ministry in a nearby suburb of Kampala in
Gaba to work with a church planter.
Although the spiritual opposition in that
village was strong, Charles and his mentor,
Pastor Peter Kasirivu, prayed and
persevered in their ministry. Eventually, a
church was established, and hundreds of
people started coming to Christ. Today, a
church of more than 2,000 people and
various ministries serving the poor are in
that community.

In the early nineties, Charles was a
missionary in England and Northern Ireland.
IN 1995, after the 1994 genocide in Rwanda,
Charles returned to his family in Uganda and
discovered that his father had returned to
Rwanda. Charles followed, and even though
the war had ended, Charles saw signs of
death everywhere. When he saw the
orphaned, widowed, and homeless, Charles
knew he had to help.

From an early age, Florence believed in the
impact of educating girls. Education was out
of reach for many Rwandan children in her
generation, especially refugees. She was
expected to stay at home, take care of
children, or work in the fields. However,
Florence loved school so much that she
snuck away whenever she could to learn.
Her family finally recognized her passion for
education and let her go to school.

Charles and Florence attended Multnomah
University in Portland, Oregon, where they
both acquired master’s degrees. In 2001,
while pursuing his degree, Charles wrote the
ministry plan for Africa New Life. That
summer, he and Florence returned to
Rwanda to see what God wanted to do
through them and the ministry. When they
returned to the U.S. the next semester,
Charles and Florence brought 30 pictures of
children who needed sponsorship, and the
ministry was born. Today, Africa New Life
provides for 11,000 students who are
working toward a high school education,
vocational training, or a university degree.

Florence knew that young girls without
education were particularly at risk to
become abused by their employers. In
response, she founded a ministry within
Africa New Life called the New Life Family
Center, which provides vocational training
and spiritual rehabilitation for women. Many
of these young women are genocide
survivors, and the Family Center also
provides counseling and reconciliation for
women of various ethnic backgrounds
learning to work together. Florence’s
ministry both through Africa New Life and
beyond empowers women to overcome
personal pain and a lack of education to pull
themselves out of poverty and live to their
fullest potential.



WHY EDUCATIONAL
SPONSORSHIP MATTERS
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We believe that
access to
education is the
key to helping
children break
out of poverty.

For that reason, educational sponsorship is
the heart of our ministry. Today, 11,000
students are sponsored across Rwanda. Their
sponsorship means they can attend school
consistently and are equipped with the
materials and support needed to succeed.

The families and communities of sponsored
students also benefit from Africa New Life's
educational sponsorship model. Families
receive school fee assistance, scholastic
materials, and medical assistance for their
child who is sponsored through our program.
Parents/guardians have access to free health
and education talks given by Africa New Life
community nurses. Local churches are planted
in the communities in which Africa New Life
operates, existing to serve community
members and to share the gospel.

Read the stories of sponsored children who
have grown up to become successful adults.
www.africanewlife.org/stories



OUR DISTINCTIVES

Rwandan led.

Reconciliation focused.

Relationship driven.
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FOR PRESS INQUIRIES:
info@africanewlife.org

VISIT OUR OFFICE:
7405 SW Tech Center Dr. #144
Portland, OR 97223

PHONE: 866.979.0393
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